
Diagnosis of Breast Disease
II. Evaluation of the Breast for Spontaneous Nipple Discharge

34

Is mammogram/ 
ultrasound
normal?

38
Clear or bloody 

discharge A

39
Refer to surgeon
(+/- ductography)

A

40
Milky, yellow, brown,
green, gray discharge

A

35
Complete all radiologic

recommendations
A

A

32
Patient presents with
spontaneous nipple

discharge

A

45
Follow-up visit scheduled at
the discretion of the treating

clinician

41 42

43
Hormonal
evaluation

A
Observe/reassure

patient

44

Milky
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A = Annotation

Source: Institute for Clinical Systems Improvement (ICSI). Diagnosis of breast disease. Bloomington (MN): Institute for Clinical Systems Improvement 
(ICSI); 2008 Jan. 47 p.

no

yes

33

Perform mammogram/
ultrasound

A

36
Refer to surgery if

appropriate

37

Assess discharge
appearance

A

Colored


